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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . Due to communications filed 1 1/21/06, the following is a final office action. 
Claims 1, 16 and 20 have been amended. Claim 23 has been cancelled. Claims 1-22 
are pending in this application and have been examined on the merits. The previous 
rejection has been maintained, with the exception of placing the 35 U.S.C. 103 rejection 
of claim 14 under the 35 U.S.C. 103 heading instead of the 35 U.S.C. 102 heading, in 
order to clarify an minor error made by the examiner in the previous action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-8, 15, 16-18, and 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Eddy et al (US 5,812,400). 

As Per Claim 1 , Eddy et al discloses: 

interfacing said device with a system, [{col. 2, lines 15-17}, metering device 
(metering, postage meter) communications (interface) between the user and a remote 
data center (system); 
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immediately transmitting from said device to the system a present location of 
said device, [{col. 2, lines 48-55 }, meter device establish communication with data 
center and device communicating location data, in this particular case, Eddy et al 
teaches that the user operating the value metering device causes the value metering 
device to accept the physical location data for storage in the value metering device. 
Although the user has access to the device, the actual acceptance of the location from 
the value metering device occurs immediately upon validation of identifying data. Once 
the identifying data is validated, the user does not have to interrupt processing of 
transmission of location data, the user only must only communicate the identifying data 
in the beginning]. 

comparing in a database associated with said system the present location of 
said device with a previously stored location, [{col. 1 1 , lines 50-53}, the location 
information stored in the card is checked against the location information stored in 
memory]; 

transmitting to said device from said system an authorization to utilize said funds 
only if the present location is within a predetermined region associated with said 
previously stored location, [{col. 11, lines 29-34}, correspondence between two stored 
location]. 

As per claim 2, Eddy et al discloses: 

wherein said authorization is transmitted only if the present location matches the 
previously stored location, [{col. 11, lines 29-34}, correspondence between two stored 
location]. 
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As per claim 3, Eddy et al discloses: 

wherein said device (postage meter) is licensed for use at said 
previously stored location, and if the comparing indicates that the device is not in 
the predetermined region, the system issues a new license for a region associated 
with the present location of said device, [{col. 1 O, lines 58-57}, electronic postage 
licensing to be operated in a location]. 
As per claim 4, Eddy et al discloses: 

communicating from the system to the device, data associated with the present 
location, [{col.2, lines 40-47}, postage meter communicates the user and the data center 
(system) and {col.2, lines 45-47}, locations data for storage metering device if location 
data is correct, this suggest that a comparison of location is being conducted in order for 
location to be determined]. 

As per claims 5, 1 5, Eddy et al discloses: 

wherein said device is a postal security device, (postage meter device) and said 
data includes at least one of zip code, city and state information, [{col. 13, lines 37-40}, 
zip code updates by the data center]. 

As per claim 6, Eddy et al discloses: 

powering up said device, the method being conducted when said device is 
powered up, (co1.8, lines 22-31), various power provided to the computer and postage 
meter system (device). 

As per claim 7, Eddy et al discloses: 
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transmitting is done when said device establishes a contact with said system, 
[{col. 8, lines 8-10}, communication with the metering systems. 
As per claim 8, Eddy et al discloses: 

contact with said system is terminated after the location of said device is determined, 
[{.col .2, lines 40-47}, accept location data for storage in value metering device if 
location data is correct]. 

As per claim 16, Eddy et al discloses: 
a memory for storing value of said funds, {(co1.2, lines 48-57}, value metering 
device, storage for funds]; 

apparatus associated with said device for determining the present location of said 
device, [{col .2, lines 48-57}; and 

a communication port for providing communication between said device and a 
system, said device immediately communicating said present location to said system 
via said port, [{co1.2, lines 14-15}, establish communication between user and data 
center, in this particular case, Eddy et al teaches that the user operating the value 
metering device causes the value metering device to accept the physical location data 
for storage in the value metering device. Although the user has access to the device, 
the actual acceptance of the location from the value metering device occurs 
immediately upon validation of identifying data. Once the identifying data is validated, 
the user does not have to interrupt processing of transmission of location data, the user 
only must only communicate the identifying data in the beginning]. 

As per claim 1 7, Eddy et al discloses: 
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apparatus for receiving from said system an authorization to access said funds, if 
said location is within a predetermined region, [(co1.11, lines 29-34}, correspondence 
between stored location after authentication processing may proceed]. 
As per claim 18, Eddy et al discloses: 

apparatus provides access to said funds if said location corresponds to a 
predetermined location, [{col.2,1ines 40-47}, physical location data for storage in said 
value metering device location is correct]. 
As per claim 20, Eddy et al discloses: 

a device for the secure storage of funds, including: a memory for storing value of 
said funds, apparatus associated with said device for determining a location of said 
device, [(co1.2, lines 48-57), value metering device, storage for funds]; 

apparatus associated with said device for determining the present location of said 
device, [col .2, lines 48-57]; 

a communication port for providing communication between said device and a 
system, said device immediately communicating said location to said system. via said 
port, (col.2,1ines 48-51), communicates to the value metering device, in this particular 
case, Eddy et al teaches that the user operating the value metering device causes the 
value metering device to accept the physical location data for storage in the value 
metering device. Although the user has access to the device, the actual acceptance of 
the location from the value metering device occurs immediately upon validation of 
identifying data. Once the identifying data is validated, the user does not have to 
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interrupt processing of transmission of location data, the user only must only 
communicate the identifying data in the beginning]; 

the system having a database for storing, for each device, a predetermined location, 
(col. 2,1 ines 48-55) for storage in said value metering device); 

apparatus in said system for providing an authorization to said device to dispense 
funds only if said present location is within a region associated with said predetermined 
location, (col .1 1 , lines 29-34). 

As per claim 21 , Eddy discloses: 

provides said authorization only if said present location matches said previously 
stored location, (col.2, lines 40-47), physical location data for storage in said value 
metering device location is correct]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 9-14, 19 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eddy et al (US 5,812,400), as applied to claiml above, and further in 
view of Gravell et al (US 5,943,658). 

As per claim 9, Eddy teaches a method comprising: Locating a postage meter 
but Eddy's doesn't explicitly mention the following: 
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wherein if said contact is made by telephone, the location of said device is 
determined by using caller identification and jf said contact is not made by telephone, 
other means are used to determine the location. 

However Gravell teaches contact is made by telephone, the location of said 
device is determined by using caller identification and if said contact is not made by 
telephone, other means are used to determine the location, [{Col. 2, lines 38-49}, the 
caller ID feature the location of postage meter can be determined]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to include caller identification in conjunction with locating a postage 
meter with the system taught by Gravell et al with the motivation of using a telephone 
incorporated with caller identification to locate a postage device. 

As per claims 10 and 12, Eddy teaches a method comprising: Locating a 
postage meter but doesn't explicitly mention the following: 

contact is made using a network, the location of said device is determined by 
obtaining a network address of said device. 

However Gravell teaches contact is made using a network, the location of said 
device is determined by obtaining a network address of said device in column 1 , lines 
58-66, postage meters are moved to any location by means of communicating such as 
networks, internet and the like]. This suggests that a network can determine the location 
of the device. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to include the location of the device in conjunction with obtaining a 
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network to locate the device within the system taught by Gravell with the motivation of 
locating a device with a network. 

As per claim 1 1 , Eddy teaches a method comprising: Locating a postage meter 
but doesn't explicitly disclose: 

contact is made using the Internet, the location of said device is determined by 
using Internet service provider location identification. 

However Gravell teaches contact is made using the internet, the location of said 
device is determined by using internet service provider location identification in column 
1 , lines 58-66, postage meters are moved to any location by means of communicating 
such as networks, internet and the like]. This suggests that a network can determine the 
location of the device. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to include the location of the device in conjunction with obtaining a 
network to locate the device within the system taught by Gravell with the motivation of 
locating a device with a network. 

As per claim 13, Eddy teaches a method comprising: Locating a postage meter 
but doesn't explicitly disclose: 

device is associated with a position determining apparatus for determining its 
location, said device providing to said system its location as determined by said position 
determining apparatus. 

However Gravell teaches device is associated with a position determining 
apparatus for determining its location, said device providing to said system its location 
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as determined by said position determining apparatus in col.2, lines 40-47 that accept 
location data for storage in value metering device if location data is correct]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to include the position for determining the location of the device in 
within the system taught by Gravell et al with the motivation of determining the location 
of the device. 

As per claim 14, Eddy teaches a method comprising: Locating a postage meter 
but doesn't explicitly disclose: position locating apparatus is a global positioning system 
receiver. 

However Eddy teaches in column 2, lines 48-57 that the device communicates to 
the data center. This suggests that an actual GPS system is not used but a locator 
system is capable of functioning in the same manner as the GPS. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to include a device that is associated with a GPS system in 
conjunction with a locator system within the system taught by Eddy's with motivation if 
locating a device using Global Positioning System to operate the system more 
efficiently. 

As per claims 19 and 22, Eddy teaches a method comprising: Locating a postage 
meter but doesn't explicitly disclose: apparatus for encrypting and digitally signing, or 
digitally signing said communication. 

However Eddy teaches that identifying the dispense postage and location 
identifier which indicates the amount while being verified by the postal authority to 
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authenticate the authenticity of the transaction in column 11, lines 19-45. In addition, 
while Eddy doesn't explicitly mention digitally signing. Digitally signing relates to 
verification and verification is met when the postal authority examines the transaction. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to include a device that is capable of digitally signing said 
communication for the reasons of distributing funds or assessing funds by via of postal 
authority authorization to make the system more efficient for operation. 

Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/21/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's main argument is that in the present invention, the local post office is 
immediately notified of a PSD (Postal Security Device), which is outside its licensed 
area, and done automatically without any user or customer action. Applicant argues 
that in contradiction, Eddy requires action on the part of the user or customer, and that 
there is no disclosure of immediately doing the present location notification. However, 
independent claims 1,16, and 20 recite "immediately transmitting from said device to 
the system a present location of said device", and "immediately communicating said 
present location to said system", which is what Eddy et al discloses. It is true that Eddy 
et al teaches that the user operating the value metering device causes the value 
metering device to accept the physical location data for storage in the value metering 
device. However, although the user has access to the device, the actual acceptance of 
the location from the value metering device occurs immediately upon validation of 
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identifying data. Once the identifying data is validated, the user does not have to 
interrupt processing of transmission of location data, the user only must only 
communicate the identifying data in the beginning. 

Similarly, as per claims 9-13, 19 and 22, applicant argues that Gravell fails to 
disclose the immediate notification of the present location concept. However, as in 
Eddy et al, Gravell teaches that the user is only involved in the beginning. There is no 
user action needed past the initiation of the phone call. Furthermore, the Gravell 
reference was only used to teach the deficiencies of Eddy et al. As disclosed above in 
the preceding paragraph, transmission occurs immediately in Eddy et al since the actual 
acceptance of the location from the value metering device occurs immediately upon 
validation of identifying data. Therefore, the combination of Eddy et al and Gravell 
discloses immediate transmission. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Akiba K Robinson-Boyce whose telephone number is 
571-272-6734. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7238 
[After final communications, labeled "Box AF"], 703-746-7239 [Official Communications], 
and 703-746-7150 [Informal/Draft Communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"]. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 




A. R. B. 

February 8, 2007 



